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T
ri (PPE) sebelum
melakukan saringan COVID-19 di Hospital Alor Setar, semalam.

-l ;- -
Pegawai kesihaten memakai pakaion  pelindun

31 kes positif baharu dilapor

Putrajaya: Sabah mencatatkan
kes baharu tertinggi dua hari ber-
turut-turut apabila 25 kes dila-
porkan semalam termasuk 17 kes
yang dikesan dalam Kluster Ben-
teng Lahad Datu (LD).

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Tan
Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
berkata jumlah keseluruhan kes
baharu yang dikesan sehingga
jam 12 tengah hari semalam ialah
31 Kes.

“Selain daripada 17 kes dalam
Kluster Benteng LD, masing-ma-
sing safu kes dikesan ketika kes
saringan warga emas di Klinik Ke-
sihatan Merotai; saringan pesakit
Jangkitan Pernafasan Akut Teruk
(SARI) di Hospital Lahad Datu; kes
saringan prapembedahan di Hos-
pital Kudat dan kes saringan ru-
jukan ke Hospital Tawau.

“Selain itu, satu kes dikesan
dalam saringan kontak rapat bagi
Kes ke-9,454. Beliau ialah anak ke-
pada kes ke9,454 dan satu kes
saringan tahanan di Tbu Pejabat

Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah

Polis Daerah (IPD) Kudat,” ka-
tanya dalam kenyataan di sini,
semalam,

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, pi-
haknya sudah menjalankan sari-
ngan terhadap 5,402 individu da-

_ lam Kluster Benteng LD yang kini

sudah menjangkiti 420 individu.
Selain di Sabah, Dr Noor His-
ham berkata, empat lagi kes ba-
haru COVID-19 dikesan dalam
Kluster Bunga di Port Dickson
yang membabitkan kru kapal, ma-

nakala satu lagi kes dikesan da-
lam Kluster Sungai di Kedah.

Pertambahan kes baharu itu
menjadikan jumlah kumulatif kes
COVID-19 di negara ini sebanyak
9,946 kes dengan jumlah kes aktif
615 kes.

“Sehingga kini seramai 11 in-
dividu dirawat di Unit Rawatan
Rapi (ICU) dan lima daripadanya
memerlukan bantuan pernafa-
san,” katanya.

Tiga kes import yang mendapat
jangkitan dari luar negara dike-
san membabitkan seorang warga
asing dan dua rakyat tempatan
yang baru pulang dari Indonesia.

Seramai tujuh pesakit sembuh
dan dibenarkan pulang, menjadi-
kan jumlah kumulatif kes pulih di
negara ini sebanyak 9,203 kes atau
92.53 peratus daripada jumlah ke-
seluruhan kes.

Tiada kes kematian dicatatkan
semalam menjadikan jumlahnya
kekal 128 atau 1.29 peratus da-
ripada keseluruhan kes.
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elepas beberapa hari

menunjukkan  angka

menggusarkan, jangki-
tan baharu kes Covid-19 da-
lam negara menurun kepada
31 kés semalam berbanding
47 kes kelmarin dan 58 kes
Sabtu lalu.

Ini menjadikan jumlah ku-
mulatif kes keseluruhan pe-
nularan wabak itu sebanyak
9,046 kes.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan, Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, daripada
31kes baharu, tiga kes adalah
kes import yang mendapat
jangkitan di luar negara
membabitkan dua warga
Malaysia dan seorang warga
Indonesia yang memasuki
Malaysia pada 31 Ogos lalu.

“Daripada 28 kes penula-
ran dalam negara, 19 kes

2l

- i
NGGOTA pasukan keselamatan mem

buat rondaan pematuhan SOP Covid-19 di Klang, semalam.

31 kes baharu

Angka jangkitan menyaksikaﬁ
penurunan sejak tiga hari lalu

membabitkan warga Mala-
ysia dan sembilan kes dalam
kalangan bukan warganega-
ra” katanya dalam satu ke-
nyataan berhubung kes Co-
vid-19, sernalam.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
penularan  dalam negara
membabitkan 23 kes di Sa-
bah iaitu 17 daripada Kluster
Benteng LD, masing-masing
satu kes saringan warga
emas di Klinik Kesihatan
Merotai, saringan Severe
Acute Respiratory Infection

(SARI) di Hospital Lahad Da-
tu, pra pembedahan di Hos-
pital Queen Kudat, rujukan
ke Hospital Tawau, kontak
rapat bagi kes ke-g454 dan
tahanan di lbu Pejabat Polis
Daerah (IPD) Kudat.

“Selain itu, empat kes
membabitkan Kluster
Bunga di Negeri Sembilan
dan satu kes Kluster Sungai
di Kedah,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, Dr Noor
Hisham berkata, daripada
keseluruhan jumlah kumu-

latif Covid-19 di ‘Malaysia,
kes aktif dan kebolehjang-
kitan sebanyak 615 kes ma-
nakala tujuh pesakit dibe-
narkan keluar wad.

“Sehingga kini, 11 kes po-
sitif Covid-19 yang sedang
dirawat di Unit Rawatan Ra-
pi (ICU) dan lima daripa-
danya memerlukan bantuan
pernafasan.

“Tiada pertambahan kes
kematian berkaitan Covid-19
dilaporkan semalam, justeru
jumlah kumulatif kes kema-
tian dalam negara kekal 128
kes atau 1.29 peratus dari-
pada jumlah  keseluruhan
kes,” katanya.
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Kluster Benteng LD catat jﬁmlah kes terbanyak :

3 kluster catat pertambahan

Oleh SITI A'ISYAH SUKAIMI

PUTRAJAYA — Wabak Covid-19
merekodkan 31 kes baharu de-
ngan sebahagian besar disum-
bang daripada pertambahan kes
di Kluster Benteng LD di Sabah,
Kluster Bunga di Negeri Sembi-
lan dan Kluster Sungai di Kedah.

Daripada jumlah kes tersebut,
28 kes membabitkan penularan
tempatan, manakala tiga kes im-
part dari Indonesia.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr. Noor Hisham Abdul-
lah berkata, Kluster Benteng LD
merekodkan jumlah kes baharu
terbanyak berbanding kluster
lain semalam yang turut mem-
babitkan seorang kanak-kanak
lelaki berusia lima tahun.

“Kes baharu ini menjadikan
jumlah kes Covid-19 dalam Klus-
ter tersebut sebanyak 420.

“Daripada jumlah itu, 185 ada-
lah warga tempatan, manakala
235 adalah warga asing memba-
bitkan Filipina (153 kes) dan In-
donesia (82 kes),” katanya di sini

+semalam. )

Beliau berkata, enam kes lain
di Sabah adalah saringan ber-
beza yang antara lain melibatkan
saringan warga emas di Klinik

e N . Jats

i

P

PETUGAS kesik d jal:

»

Kesihatan Merotai, kes saringan
jangkitan pernafasan akut teruk
di Hospital Lahad Datu dan kes
saringan prapembedahan yang
dimasukkan ke Hospital Kudat.
“Selain itu, ia membabitkan

kes saringan rujukan di Hospital
Tawau, kes saringan kontak rapat
anak kepada kes ke-9454 dan kes
saringan tahanan di Ibu Pejabat
Polis Daerah Kudat,” katanya,
Berhubung Kluster Bunga,

i ujian saringan kepada seorang penduduk di Hospital Alor Setar semalam.

Noor Hisham berkata, terdapat
pertambahan empat kes dike-
san melalui persampelan kedua
bagi sejumlah 22 kru kapal yang
masih berada di atas kapal yang
berlabuh di Port Dicksom

ST .

Angka Terkini Kes
Covid-19 Di Malaysia
sehingga semalam .

Jumlah
= Kes baharu N
Import: 3 Tempatan: 28
= Pulih T
- Kematian 1]
+ Masih dirawat 615
. lumishkessembuh 9203
+ Jumlah Kematian 12-8
Jumlah kes keseluruhan 9,946

“Kes baharu ini membahitkan
tiga lelaki warga Malaysia berusia
24, 20 dan 31 tahun serta seorang
lelaki warga asing berusia 40 ta-
hun,” ujarnya.

Jelasnya, bagi kes Kluster
Sungai, satu kes baharu memba-
bitkan seorang lelaki warga Ma-
laysia berusia 51 tahun dilapor-
kan menjadikan sebanyak 58 kes
positif dalam kluster tersebut.

Katanya, tiga kes import pula
dari Indonesia dengan satu kes
melibatkan warga Indonesia
yang masuk ke Malaysia pada 31
Ogos lalu.

"Sebanyak 11 kes positif se-
dang dirawat di Unit Rawatan

-Rapi,” jelasnya.

September 15, 2020
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Kes Kluster Benteng
Sebanyak 17 kes Bhii‘in berkata, cjumlah Hospital Queen Kudat, sarmdgan
kesel an kes positif Covid-19 m_[ukan ke Hospital Tawau dan
dikesan melibatkan ialah 420 mer_Ir)lbabltkan 185 saringan kontak rapat bagi kes
sembilan warga rakyat tempatan dan 235 warga  ke-9454 serta kes saringan
asing. tahanan di Ibu Pejabat Polis
tempatan dan lapan - “Sehmgga jam12tengahhari  Daerah (IPD) Kudat,” Katanya.
wargaasing  ini (semalam), seramai 5,402 “Dr Noor Hisham berkata, kes
; ~ individu telah disaring dan melibatkan kapal yang berlabuh
daripada jumlah. itu, 1822 iaitu Kluster Bunga ‘turut
TSE ;Umm individu negatif manakala 3,160 mencatatkan peningkatan dengan ey
; i : masih menunggu keputusan,”  empat kes baharu direkodkan.
3 B katan “Empat kes baharu dilaporkan ko
KUAEA LUMPUR M);?mmmya, selain Kluster dalallﬁ;lmpkluster ini mlt):lalm [if;g-.'fes
Benteng LD, Sabah yang sedang  persampelan kedua bagi sejumlah o
‘luster Benteng LD menghadapi Pilihian Raya Negeri 22 krew kapal yang masih berada [ |14 kes
terus  mencatatkan  (PRN) turut merekodkan lima  di atas kapal yang berabuh di |, . ... B D
. peningkatan apabila  Jagi kes baharu. Port Dickson,” katanya.
17 kes  positif “Masing-masing satu kes Sehingga kini, 10 kes positif
Covid-19 dikesan semalam. dikesan dalam saringan warga  Covid-19 dikesan danpgda ‘Kedah, Pulau Pinang dan Perlis Noor ~ Hisham - turut
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Tan ~ emas di Klinik Kesihatan Kluster Bunga. disahlkan positif Covid- B"kam memberitahu, jumlah penularan
Sri DrNoor Hisham Abdullahdalam  Merotai, kes saringan Severe - Sementara itu, satu kes  Tambahnya, seramai 16,775 dalam negara ialah 28 kes selain
jaberkata, kesbaharuitt  Acute Respiratory Infection = baharu positif Covid-19 dikesan  individu telah disaring dengan  turut merekodkan tiga kes import
melibatkan sembilan warga  (SARI) di Hospital Lahad Datu, ~ daripada Kluster Sungai. | 13,851 negatif dan 2,731 masih  yang mendapat jangkitan
tempatan dan lapan warga asing.  “Setakatini 58 kes melibatkan daripada Indonesia.

kes saringan pra pembedahan di

menunggu keputusan,

SITUASI TERKINI KES COVID-19 DI MALAYSIA SETAKAT SEMALAM
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Most new cases recorded in Sabah again

PETALING JAYA: Sabah recorded the high-
est local transmission of Covid-19 with 23
cases, from a total of 31 cases yesterday.

Health director-general Tan Sri Dr Noor
Hisham&bmﬂlahs'aidﬂcaseswereimkedm
the Benteng LD cluster while eight of them
‘were for <

“The cluster originated from the Lahad
Datu district police lockup and spread to the
Tawau prison in Sabah. From this cluster, 16
of the new cases happened in Tawau while
another took place in Lahad Datu.

“Four new cases were recorded in Negri
Sembilan’s B cluster involving crew
mgwtﬁthmofashlp. One js a foreigner.

e Suug
anew case,” he said yesterda

The Sungai cluster nrig%mted from a
healtheare worker of a private medical centre
in Kedakh. : §

Of all the local transmission cases, 19 of
them are Malaysians. Dr Noor Hisham said
there were three imported cases, bringing the
total casesin Malaysia to 9,946,

“The imported: cases involved two
Malaysians who returned from Indonesia
and an Indonesian who entered Malaysia
on Aug 31. =

ai cluster in Kedah also recorded

Covid-19

Road to
recovery

“The patient was admitted to the Sungai
Buloh Hospital on the same day for sho
symptoms. The second sample test came b
positive on 3," he said. . i
At present, there are 615 active cases in the
country.
There were seven recoveries yesterday,
ng the total number of cases fo 9,203 or
at a rate of 92.5%. Eleven patients are still
heing treated in the intensive care unit and
five of them require ventilator sugnrt.
" There are no new fatalities, with the death
toll remaining at 128, :
Dr Noor Hisham advised residents in the
district of Kota Setar in Kedah that was placed
under an enhanced movement control order
(MCO) until Sept 23 to stay home.
“The screening process is going well and
there has been good cooperation from the
local folk. :

E—

The cooperation of all
residents is needed. Stay
home and only leave the
house for necessary matters,

b

“The cooperation of all residents is needed,
Stay at home and only leave the house for
necessary matters,” he said. :

Meanwhile, in Pmn‘ja?a. violators of the
enhanced MCO and gamblers betting on cock-

Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah

fights were among 763 peaple who were I3

arrested for breaching the MCO.

Senior Minister Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri
Yaakob said that 12 people were nabbed for
not adhering to the enhanced MCO while 10
were caught at a cockfighting event on
Sunday.

“Police also arrested 608 individuals for
pub and nightclub activities which remain

prohibited under the recovery MCO,” he said
yesterday.

Among other offences were failure to
observe physical (63), not putting
gnf?zc% masks (22) and attending private par-

es (27),

On Ops Benteng, Ismail Sabri said that
police arrested 71 illegal ts
tekong and a human trafficker on Sunday.

arrested in Bandar Penawar in Johar for fail-
ure to produce valid documents.
memrmmlmster ta:ésu ;aid m:tﬁl%e task force
monit standard oper: procedure
S:ixgpham e checked 57,795 premises nation-
s

This included checks on supermarkets, fac-
fories, government buildings, banks and
transport terminals.

On mandatory quarantine, Ismail Sabri

said that there were currently 10,359 indivi-

:ilgals being quarantined at designated sta-
ns

He said the Domestic Trade and Consumer
Affairs ‘which manitors supply and
price of 12 eSsential goods, reported that
there was sufficient supply and thatthe goods
‘were easily available to CONSUMEers, :

September 15, 2020



KERATAN AKHBAR UNIT KOMUNIKAS! KORPORAT September 15, 2020

AKHBAR : UTUSAN MALAYSIA
MUKA SURAT : 4
RUANGAN : DALAM NEGERI

Kluster
Benteng:
Kes positif
Covid-19
meningkat

PUTRAJAYA: Kluster
Benteng di Sabah terus
menyaksikan peningka-
tan apabila 17 kes baharu
positif Covid-19 dilapor-
kan semalam melibatkan
16 kes di Tawau dan satu
kes di Lahad Datu.

Ketua Pengarah Kesi-
hatan, Tan Sri' Dr. Noor
Hisham Abdullah berkata,
sebanyak 5,402 individu
menjalani ujian saringan
melibatkan 913 banduan,
987 kakitangan Ibu Pejabat
Daerah (IPD) Lahad Datu
dan Penjara Tawau, 1,234
ahli keluarga kakitangan
dan banduan, 881 pegawai
agensi kerajaan serta 1,387
kontak sosial.

“Daripada 17 kes di
Kluster Benteng, enam
kes melibatkan bukan
‘warganegara iaitu masing-
masing satu kes di Klinik
Kesihatan Merotai; Severe
Acute Respiratory Infec-
tion (SARI) di Hospital
Lahad Datu; prapembeda-
han dan kes dimasukkan
ke Hospital Kudat; kes sar-
ingan rujukan ke Hospital
Tawau; kontak rapat bagi
kes ke-9,454 iaitu meru-
pakan anak kepada kes ke-
9,454 serta kes saringan
tahanan di TPD Kudat,
katanya dalam kenyataan
mengenai perkembangan
terkini kes Covid-19 di sini
semalam.

Menurut beliau, 31 kes
baharu dilaporkan hari ini
yang turut melibatkan em-
pat kes bagi Kluster Bunga
di Negeri Sembilan dan
satu kes di Kluster Sungai,
Kedah.

“Daripada 31 kes baha-
ru itu, tiga kes adalah kes
import yang mendapat
jangkitan di luar negara
manakala 28 kes penu-
laran dalam negara,” jelas
beliau.

Bagi Kluster Bunga,
empat kes baharu dilapor-
kan dalam kluster itu me-
lalui persampelan kedua
bagi sejurnlah 22 kru kapal
yang masih berada di atas
kapal yang berlabuh di
Port Dickson.
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SABAH SEES VIRUS SPIKE
WITH 25 CASES

17 positive cases
came from Benteng
LD cluster, 8 of
which are foreigners,
says Health D-G

TEH ATHIRA YUSOF
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

ABAH yesterday recorded

the highest number of

new Covid-19 cases na-

tionwide with 25, of which

|7 were from the Benteng LD clus-
er.

Health director-general Tan Sri

Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said
that in total, 31 new cases were
recorded yesterday, with 28 local
transmissions and three import-
ed cases.

From the 28 local transmis-
sions, 19 cases involved
Malaysians while nine were for-
eigners.

“Under the Benteng LD cluster
inSabah, 17 Covid-19 positive cas-
es were recorded, eight of which
involved foreigners.

“One case involved a senior cit-
izen during a screening at the
Merotai health clinic.

“A person undergoing Severe
Acute Respiratory. Infection
(SARI) screening at the Lahad
Datu Hospital tested positive.
Another positive case was found
during a pre-surgical screeningat

a hospital in Kudat while another
case involved a referral case ar
the Tawau Hospital.

“A close contact case was also
recorded, involving the son of
case 9454, Another case, mean-
while, was detected at the Kudat
district police headquarters in-
volving a detainee,” he said in a
statement.

To date, 5402 individuals have
been screened from the Benteng
LD cluster.

Dr Noor Hisham said Negri
Sembilan registered four positive
cases from the Bunga cluster
while Kedah recorded one case

_from the Sungai cluster.

To date, 59 individuals have
been screened from the Bunga
cluster, which originated from
the crew of ‘a ship currently

docked in Port Dickson.

The four new cases, he said,
were detected during the second
sampling from 22 crew members,
This brings the total number of
cases from the cluster to 10.

Meanwhile, Dr Noor Hisham
said the three new imported cas-
es hailed from Indonesia. Two in-
volved Malaysians in Sabah who
returned from Indonesia, while
the remaining one involved an
Indonesian in Kuala Lumpurwho
entered Malaysia on Aug 31,

“The Indonesian was hospi-
talised at the Sungai Buloh Hos-
pital after displaying symptoms
and subsequently tested positive
during the second sampling on
Sept13,” he said.

DrNoor Hisham said the 31 new
cases nationwide brings the cu-
mulative cases to 9,946, and ac-
tive Covid-19 cases to 615,

He said 11 Covid-19 patients
were warded in Intensive Care
Units while five patients require
breathing assistance.

No new fatalities were recorded
vesterday, with the death toll re-
maining at 128 cases or 1,29 per
cent from the cumulative num-
ber of cases.

15 SEPTEMBER 2020
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igilance key to curbing Covid-19’ ‘

Increased and more effective surveillance needed, say health experts

By ASHLEY TANG
ashleytang@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The country is
doing well in managing the spread
of Covid-19 although the virus
appears to be spreading in the com-
munity over the past weelk, accord-
ing to health experts.

“Enforcing guarantine on those
who enter Malaysia from other
countries is the right move,

“There should also be more
stringent measures to stop immi-
grants without permits,” s$aid
Universiti Malaya Department of
Social and Preventive Medicine
Faculty of Medicine Prof Dr Moy
Foong Ming.

She also added that currently
most of the cases in the country
were imported and had spread to

the community.

Despite this, Dr Moy said the
country had been doing very well
in fighting Covid-19 with' the
controlled number of cases, adding
that the country’s healthcare sys-
tem was coping well too.

She pointed out the public was
getting used to the new normal
while the commercial sector too
had been doing their part in practis-
ing the standard operating prnce-
dure (SOP).

Dr Moy noted that it was unnec-
essary to implement a nationwide
MCO, adding that a MCO within a
specific location with an influx of
cases would be sufficient,

The countryrecorded an increase
of Covid-19 cases ranging from 45
cases to a high of 182 cases since
Sept 7 with new outbreaks coming

from Sabah and Kedah.

The outbreakin Sabah originated
from the Lahad Datu police head-
quarters’ lock-up which then spread
to the Tawau prison while in Kedah
the outbreaks came from, among
others, healthcare workers.

Universili Sains Malaysia medical
epidemiologist and biostatistician

Assoc Prof Dr Kamarul Imran Musa

said the recent outbreak strongly
indicated that the spread of Covid-
19 was being generated in the com-
L

unity.

As such, Dr Kamarul said the sur-
veillance of Covid-19 must be con-
tinued rigorously, or be enhanced,
especially for dense areas such as
the Klang Valley.

He said the government, especial-
ly the Health Ministry, was facing a
real challenge in slowing down or

Poll: M'sians coping well with Covid-19

By FATIMAH ZAINAL
fatimah@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Among six Asean
countries, Malaysians are the fourth
most likely to have tested for Covid-
19, second least likely to have exhi-
bited Covid-19 symptoms and also
the second muost likely to stay at
home,

According to a study by research’
firm YouGov, Thais were the most
likely to have tested for Covid-19 in
the past week, with 25% saying they
have done so.

Although Thailand recently went
100 days without any locally trans-
mitted cases, it is increasing Covid-
19 testing and contact tracing to
prevent another wave of outbreak
after a local disc jockey tested posi-
tive.

The study also said among other
measures taken by Thailand includ-
ed introducing rapid testing in July
for international travellers at the
Suvarnabhumi  International
Airport.

Meanwhile, Indonesians were
the second most likely to have heen

tested for Covid-19, with almost two
in 10 (18%) having done so in the
past week.

“The nation currently requires
mandatory testing for factory work-
ers and testing for intercity travel,

“However, the suggested high
rates of testing in Indonesia could
be due to the fact that the nation
primarily uses rapid antibody tests,
which has since been discouraged
by the World Health Organisation,”
said the study released last week.

The third most tested in Asean is
Vietnam (16%) followed by Malay-
sia (9%), the Philippines (7%) and
Singapore (5%).

The study said a possible expla-
nation as to why Singaporeans
were the least likely to be tested is
that they were also currently the
least likely to he exhibiting Covid-19
symptoms.

“When asked if they had experi-
enced dry cough, fever, loss of sense
of smell, loss of sense of taste or
shortness of breath, over nine in 10
Singaporeans (93%) reported they
had not.

“Asymptomatic testing is strictly

prohibited in the nation.

“Meanwhile, Malaysians are the
second least likely ta have exhibited
Covid-19 symptoms in the past
week, with nine in 10 (91%) report-
ing no symptoms,” said the study.

This is followed by Vietnam and
the Philippines (both 88%), Thailand
(85%) and Indonesia (84%), with its
people found to be the most likely
to be exhibiting symptoms within
Asean (84%).

The online survey conducted by
YouGov in parinership with the
Institute ofGlobal Health Innovation
at Imperial College London was

. done between Aug 17 and Aug 23.

It sought to look at how people

were coping with Covid-19 across -

six Asean nations - Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, the
Philippines and Vietnam.

The survey, which polled 6,073
people aged 18 and over, also found
that Filipinos were the most likely
1o stay at home.

“In spite of the lockdown being
lifted mid last month, Filipinos
remain the most likely to remain at
home, with two in five (41%)

stopping the spread of Covid-19
altogether due to several factors,
such as the high percentage of
asymptomatic or mildly sympto-
matic Covid-19 cases, the mode of
spread through droplets and the
size of the country.

“With increased and more effec-
tive surveillance, the government
will be able to identify new clusters
or new infections faster and act
S00Mer.

“Similarly, if the population is
more aware and more vigilant of
the risk of Covid-19 and take extra
precaution to protect themselves
and others from themselves as
well, the risk will be reduced,” he
said.

Dr Kamarul added that the model
of intervention that was taking

-place at a few districts in Kedah —

the enhanced MCO - was the most
possible model that the government
would use to halt the community
spread of Covid-19.

“This targeted enhanced MCO
will identify the point of the new
cluster, set the perimeter and
restrict all movement within the
perimeter,” he said.

Malaysian Public Health Physi-
cians’ Association president Datuk
Dr Zainal Ariffin Omar also did not
believe that there would be an MCO
for the entire nation, adding that it
would only be restricted to Kedah
and Sabah since there had been an
outbreak,

Dr Zainal said the govemment
could consider other measures such
as a travel advisory lo these two
states or quarantine those coming
from hotspot areas.

18 (16x

Indonesia  Vietnam -

25)

Thailand

Singapore  Malaysia

@) () @) (

How different Asean nations

are dealing with Covid-19
Survey results by YouGov and Imperial College London

In the last seven days, have you been tested for Covid-19?

In the last seven days, what symptoms have you experienced?
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How many times did you leave your home yesterday’

9

Malaysia
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No symptom
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Zero
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- highest number of Covid-19 cases in

Asean,” said the study.

This is followed by Malaysians at
32% with the nation’s infectivity
rate surging to a critical level, while

_Philib;ines Mél.aysia Singapore Indonesia Vietnam
Source: YouGov and Imperial College London
" answering they did not leave the the third mostlikely to stay at home
‘house. The nation currently has the  were Singaporeans (29%).

. This is followed by Indonesians
(16%), Thais (12%) and the
Vietnamese (10%), which is also the
country with the lowest confirmed
number of cases in the region.

Healthcare workers urged to stay suited up

PETALING JAYA: Healtfncare
workers should take proper precau-
tions by wearing personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) and not let
their guard down to prevent Covid-
19 from spreading among them-
selves and the community, say
health experts.

For the safety of all healthcare
workers, Malaysian Public Health
Medicine Specialist Association
president Dr Zainal Ariffin Omar
helieved that it was perhaps better
for them to wear PPE to safeguard
themselves.

“It is very tiring to. wear PPE for
long hours, There are those who are
working more than eight hours a
day and many more who are on
double shifis, Then you see others
who have let their guard down and
that is when they get infected,” he
said when contacted yesterday.

On Sept 10, Health director-gen-
eral Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Ahdullah said that cases were rising
among frontliners, adding that
about 53% of the cases among
healthcare workers were infections
spread by their own colleagues.

He urged all healthcare workers
to protect themselves first and fore-
most hefore treating their patients.

In the Sungai cluster, two health-

care workers from a private medi-
cal centre had passed the virus on
to their family.and colleagues.

On the increased infections
among healthcare workers, Dr
Zainal said it could be due to health-
care workers not following the
standard operating procedure
(SOP).

Universiti Putra Malaysia medi-
cal epidemiologist Assoc Prof Dr

Malina Osman concurred that
healthcare workers should wear
PPE as they served as frontliners
who dealt directly with the public.

“They should protect themselves
and patients from any possibility of
infection,” she said.

However, Medical Practitioners
Coalition Association of Malaysia
president Dr Raj Kumar Maharajah
pointed out that forcing healthcare
workers to use PPE all the time
might not serve its purpose consid-
ering that they could get infected
by unconfirmed Covid-19 patients

and from public functions outside
the healthcare facility.

Currently, Dr Raj said safety pro-
tocols were adequate but that some
healthcare workers did not practise
physical distancing, wash hands
regularly or wear masks in the hos-
pital paniry or rest room. -

“We take it for granted that our
colleagues cannot he positive. We
should not let our guard down,
Healthcare workers who are suspi-
cious of their status should get test-
ed to preventinfecting their patients
and colleagues,” he said,
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daily new Covid-19 infections
d:nppedﬁnﬂurtu&lenufnmn
yesterday.
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Accordmgto Noorllisham, 28 of

the new cases were infections from

transmission.

Nineteen of them  are
Malaysiansmdmnaamfnmgners,
he said y

Ofﬂmﬂmeimpmedcases.m
were reported in Sabah and one,

Sti  and Indonesian, was in Kuala

Lumpur when he tested positive for

! hmughtlha national tally to 9,946 Covid-19

Of the locally transmitted cases,

e,

zs wWere mpmeilhanbah. four in

Negri Sembilan and one from the . Perls

Sungai clustar in Kedah.

Noor Hishammﬁeﬁ;urnaw ‘cases

cases that were found in the Bunga
cluster in Negri Sembilan were
among 59 i
screened yesterday.

A second mund oE screening
‘was also carried out on 22 crewmen
whoare still on board a ship docked
in Port Dickson.

who were  from

Of the 18 peaple screened in
confirmed

erlis yesterday, one was
posithe thum were no new
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